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All herds, dairy or beef, will 

unfortunately have abortions but 

thankfully far fewer than in the days 

when Brucellosis was common. Some 

of you will remember the days of the 

‘S19’ tag indicating Brucellosis 

vaccinated animals and the regular 

blood testing of all your youngstock, 

beef cows and bulls. It is a nasty 

disease for humans to catch from cattle 

and there are still folks around (vets, 

farmers and others) from that 

generation who are suffering the 

debilitating effects as a result of calving 

infected cows without wearing 

gloves….. 

Brucellosis eradication started in 1979 

and in 1985 the UK gained ‘Official 

Brucellosis Free’ (OBF) status. An EU 

Directive requires us to maintain an 

ongoing surveillance program for the 

disease – this is achieved via the 

Brucellosis Order. This includes 

quarterly bulk milk sampling from dairy 

herds (done via the processor or direct 

from farm in the case of producer-

retailers) and the reporting of any 

abortions for possible sampling. At one 

time farmers could ring the practice 

directly to report an abortion and we 

would then arrange to visit and sample 

the cow, issuing the required 

movement restriction/isolation 

paperwork until the testing was 

completed. As the government tried to 

save money they introduced a 

‘screening process’ whereby farmers 

are required to contact APHA directly 

and depending on the circumstances 

APHA will then contact the practice and 

request us to visit and take samples. 

What has been noticed is a big drop in 

reported cases of abortion but it is 

important that surveillance is 

maintained in order for us to maintain 

our OBF status. 

Synergy Farm Health has been chosen 

to trial a ‘new’ system whereby 

farmers are once again requested to 

ring the practice directly to report an 

abortion. We will ask the questions 

and decide whether a visit is 

required…. so what do farmers need 

to do? 

If we make a visit it is at no cost to the 

farm BUT any other testing for the 

cause of the abortion will be charged 

for. Is it sensible to make the ‘best’ of 

this and try and find the cause (as it is 

unlikely to be brucellosis)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need to remember that a normal 

abortion rate is about 2% and the rate 

of successful diagnoses for cow (unlike 

sheep) abortions is relatively low. The 

more material we can collect the better 

but we would advise not to ‘go mad’ 

with testing unless it seems you are 

getting over the 2-3%. However, having 

a surveillance plan for your farm is a 

good idea and this should be discussed 

at your Health Planning Visit with your 

regular vet, for example testing all 

aborting cows for neospora (the most 

common cause of abortion) regular 

bulk milk sampling and then doing the 

‘full works’ after an agreed intervention 

point may be appropriate. Occasionally 

we can diagnose the cause just by 

looking at the calf e.g. 

fungal abortion and of 

course the infamous 

Schmallenberg. 
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Cow Abortions 
Brucellosis and other things—what should you do? 

 

Report ALL Bovine Abortions 

by ringing Synergy Farm 

Health  

on 01932 83682 

REMINDER 

What is an abortion? 

Any animal that is seen to have 

passed a foetus before 270 days (10 

days early) from a dairy or beef, cow 

or heifer, dead or alive OR an 

aborted foetus even if the dam 

cannot be identified.  
 

What is your legal 

responsibility? 

Under the Brucellosis Order you 

should report it within 24 hours. Any 

foetus/afterbirth should be 

preserved in a bag in case sampling 

is required. 
 

Who do you ring?   

The practice on 01935 83682 
 

What information should you 

have to hand? 

Ear Tag number, Date of abortion/

stillbirth/premature calving, holding 

number, contributing to bulk tank/

beef animal, has it calved before, is 

it imported 



Since the 1930s vaccinating has been 
a vital aspect of managing animal 
health in many farming systems 
whether that be dairy, beef, sheep or 
any other livestock enterprise. The 
cost of its use is outweighed by the 
much costlier diseases that it aims to 
reduce. This though may not be true 
in all cases and so vaccine usage 
should always be based on a risk 
assessment for each farm. 
Vaccination programmes should be 
tailored to the needs of the farm and 
should also go hand in hand with 
areas of management that will help 
make sure vaccination programmes 
are successful in reducing disease. 
Vaccines are never a magic bullet and 
are complimentary to good 
biosecurity, hygiene and nutrition.  

Vaccines are a medicine like any other 
which need to be used carefully, 
responsibly and as directed – to not 
do so may mean they are not 
performing their task. They are often 
made up of delicate protein 
structures which can be damaged by 
excess heat, frost or sunlight. Before 
vaccines arrive on your farm Synergy 
make every effort to maintain the 
cold storage chain, as we know how 
critical this is. A recent study showed 
that 90% of farms do not monitor the 
temperature at which they store 
vaccines; a follow up study by drug 
companies showed that the majority 
of these fell outside the needed 
range. In some cases this was because 

the fridge was never turned on! 
Thermometers for your fridge are a 
cheap and easy way of monitoring 
this.  

How much am I giving? By what 
route? At the correct time interval? 
To stray from the directions is to stray 
into unchartered waters. In most 
cases research will have only be done 
on the method directed and to not 
follow them opens you up to risk. 
Timings of vaccination is most often 
the most difficult to follow by the 
letter as incorporating a vaccination 
protocol into a working farm can 
mean things are done when 
convenient in a hectic schedule. The 
most problems we see are when it 
comes to vaccinating heifers for the 
first time when part of an all year 
round calving dairy. Heifers are 
coming in at all different stages over 
the year and yet farms are trying to 
bunch these into too few groups. This 
can lead to animals being left too late 
and vaccinated after crucial times 
such as serving - especially relevant 
for BVD – or alternatively too early 
leading to a long period of time 
before having their booster. A useful 
exercise to perform is to review 
animals progressing through your 
system at different times of the year 
to make sure that all are receiving the 
vaccines they need, when they need 
it, regardless of when they begin – 
this also tends to highlight if adequate 
records are being kept on such things. 

It’s always advisable to keep 
reviewing your vaccine protocols with 
the annual herd health plan often 
being a good time to review this with 
your vet. As there is always the 
possibility for mistakes to be made 
and allow disease a foothold, it is also 
now being advised to monitor for any 
underlying disease even if you are 
vaccinating for it. The easiest method 
of monitoring is to take blood samples 
from a small group of youngstock, 
often between 6 and 10 animals, with 
positive results indicating that disease 
is still circulating despite measures in 
place. This can be done during your 
annual TB test, the small cost helping 
to ensure that your vaccinating is still 
having the desired effect, bearing in 
mind the other form of discovery is 
when things start to go wrong! 

 
If you have any questions about what 

has been mentioned please do 

contact your vet. 

Vaccines—What, Why, How and When?! 

When giving vaccines we 
always need to be 
considering if we’re 
following the instructions.  

New Collection Centre Opening 

Ben Barber 

What if there is a distinct 
possibility of you paying that 
cost with none of the desired 
benefit though? 

From 3rd April 2017 we will be opening 
an additional new medicine collection 
centre for our East clients. This will be 
based at the Dorset Equine practice 
situated in Whitcombe Racing Stables, nr 
Dorchester. Easy parking is available. 
 
Deliveries will be made once a day, 
Monday-Friday, with medicines arriving 
at 11.30am.  

Orders should be placed with Dispensary 
by 10am that day by phoning 01935 
83682 
 
Dorset Equine 
Veterinary Services, 
Whitcombe Racing 
Stables, Whitcombe 
Down Road, 
Dorchester, DT2 8NY 

The practice is open 8.30-5.30 Monday 
to Friday 
 
Our collection centre at Southfield 
Veterinary Centre - will be continuing 
with requested deliveries as will our 
other established centres at: Crewkerne, 
Chard, Taunton, Martock, Bridport, 
Bridgwater, Bere Regis, Honiton and 
Langport.  

Spring  
Vaccination Deal 

- details on back page 



Dave Phillips 

The use of AI in beef cows and groups of 
dairy heifers may not be considered by 
some farmers due to the problems of 
heat detection and not having 
appropriate handling systems for AI.  
This may mean that they are missing the 
opportunity to improve and speed up 
the genetic merit of the herd. 
 
Benefits 
Using AI gives you a number of benefits 
such as access to the bull Estimated 
Breeding Value (EBV) data.  This data 
allows you to make different choices for 
traits for producing good quality 
replacement heifers and better quality 
calves for beef production and also take 
into account traits like calving ease and 
gestation length etc.. 
 
For herds that don’t have their own bull 
and rely on hiring a bull this can 
eliminate the disease risks for bringing a 
new animal into the herd and any risks 
associated with natural service. 
 
Synchronisation increases the 
percentage of cows/heifers calving in the 
first three weeks of a calving period by 
having a group of animals all being bred 
on the first day of a mating period. 
 

Here at Synergy we have put together 

an all inclusive package to give a set 

price to include synchronisation by one 

of our vets and AI by one of our Vet 

Tech’s.  

The package includes: 

What does it cost? 

Semen costs would be additional to the 
costs quoted above. 
 

Using a member of our Vet Tech team 
has advantages such as you will not be 
restricted to only using certain 
companies for the supply of semen and 
we can also be flexible with the time of 
day that we serve the cattle which can 
make use of double AI more effective 
 
One of the key decisions to be made is 
whether to use a single insemination or 
to inseminate twice at different times to 
cover a greater period of time to 
improve the pregnancy rate.  
 
Aim 
Research would suggest that there 
would be an improvement in the 
pregnancy rate of 5-10% when double 
insemination is used.  The cost benefit 
must be weighed up depending on 
semen costs, handling facilities etc. 
 
Using synchronisation for fixed time AI 
with good management, it is possible to 
get 1st service  AI pregnancy rates of 65% 
or higher but this requires good 
nutritional management, control of 
diseases that can affect 
fertility, and attention to 
detail.  

 

Synchronisation for Artificial Insemination (AI) 

Per cow >20 cows <20 cows 

Vet Tech 

Double AI 
£40.50 £45.00 

Vet Tech 

Single AI 
£33.00 £36.50 

DIY AI £27.00 £30.00 

Leptospirosis is an infection known for 
many years but to be honest until 
recently I thought it was a disease of the 
past. The disease is passed cow to cow 
mainly via urine and is also a zoonotic 
disease (it can cause a very serious 
infection in humans). It is really a good 
news story of control by vaccination as 
the vast majority of herds have adopted 
vaccination and the incidence of the 
disease has dropped dramatically over 
the past 30 years. 
 
 However, last summer I was involved 
with a very costly outbreak in a herd of 
unvaccinated dairy cattle. The 
unvaccinated herd had been in contact 
with another herd that had bought in 
cattle over the years and had been 
vaccinating but vaccine had lapsed. 
Initially it was thought that a number of 
cattle were going down with a strange 
four quartered mastitis that was not 

responding to the usual antibiotic tubes. 
The cows’ milk would go overnight 
leaving four quarters of thick milk 
(flabby bag). Some cows had high 
temperatures but not all. It took a few 
days to confirm the diagnosis and the 
disease reached a peak with about 25 
cows out of the tank under injectable 
antibiotic treatment. Most treated cows 
responded over the next week or so but 
given the fact the number of animals 
affected was growing and we knew the 
majority of the herd was naive to the 
bug we had to instigate a whole herd 
treatment of injectable antibiotics to 
put in a firebreak against the disease. 
Vaccination was then started but this 
required two doses of vaccine a month 
apart before the protection would be 
achieved. A number of cattle also 
resorbed young foetuses and were seen 
to come back bulling when they had 
previously been confirmed in calf.  

This was an extremely 

costly outbreak with a 

lot of dumped milk, 

high antibiotic costs and knock on 

fertility effects. We know some of the 

affected animals will go on to be carrier 

animals so ongoing vaccination will have 

to be instigated so there is no repeat 

flare up. It is a timely reminder that 

although vaccination can sometimes 

seem onerous it is a very small cost 

relatively and acts as an insurance policy 

against these sorts of large scale disease 

flare ups.    

Leptospirosis Outbreak Warning... 

Tom Clarke 

Remember your vet is 
available to discuss: 
 Vaccine Choice 

 Timing of Vaccination 

 Disease Control Plans 

Vet  visit and professional time to examine 

animals, insert hormone device and give first 

injection 

Cost of the fertility medicines used including 

those administered by the farmer using a 

precise timetable left on farm by the vet. 

Inseminations (1 or 2)  carried out by our Vet 

Techs  (Lower DIY AI cost applies if other AI 

arrangements have been made) 

If you are interested in this package or you would like more information or advice on 
synchronisation don’t hesitate to contact your routine vet or phone the office 



  

News from our Rounds 
Abi Charlesworth 
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 It is Spring, and I’m over 

the moon because this is 

definitely my favourite 

time of the year. The 

flowers are starting to bloom, the trees 

are blossoming and the pastures are 

looking delicious, which makes driving 

through the rolling hills particularly 

enjoyable! I am especially enjoying 

seeing the lambs springing about in the 

fields, and seeing more and more cows 

getting turned out.  

With spring in full swing, the grass is 

growing rapidly, and it’s the time of the 

year where we are most likely to see 

grass staggers. Grass staggers (low blood 

magnesium levels) can affect both sheep 

and cattle, animals may show 

neurological signs and deteriorate 

rapidly, but often grass staggers will 

cause sudden deaths. Magnesium levels 

are not regulated by the body and 

therefore, cattle and sheep depend on 

getting adequate magnesium from the 

diet. In order to reduce the risk, 

magnesium chloride can be added to 

water troughs – although it’s not very 

palatable, so make sure the cows don’t 

have an alternative source of water 

(rivers, streams, ponds etc.). If you are 

concerned about your cattle or sheep 

being at risk of grass staggers, please do 

not hesitate to get in touch for advice on 

how best to prevent it. 

Last month we held a 

regional genomics meeting 

kindly hosted by Trish 

Coombes at Long Sutton, 

there was a good turn out and lots of 

interesting conversation was had in 

relation to genomics and heifer 

replacements. Our North team are busy 

organising the next meeting so keep 

your eye out for future notifications.  

At the start of April many of us were at 

Cotley Point to point  which was 

sponsored by Synergy Farm Health. The 

fantastic weather let to a great turn out, 

the cider was all gone before the 5th 

race!   

Talking of the weather many farmers 

have been teetering on the edge of 

turning cows out, many seem to be 

taking the plunge so those on the wetter 

low lying moors will not be far behind. 

The practice has seen a couple of 

Schmallenburg calves being born tow via 

Caesarian and another born normally so 

caution is advised during calving.  

Gareth Foden 

Meet the Team 

The shorts made their debut 
appearance a few weeks ago, 
though perhaps with haste!!  
My new accommodation has 
the curious feature of a glass 
capped well, visible from the hallway floor, 
which always gives me an idea of what will 
greet me that morning. Needless to say the 
water level hasn’t dropped much over the 
last few weeks! 
 

Meetings have been thick and fast over the 
previous month. It began with looking at 
production figures anonymously received 
from beef suckler herds working with 
Synergy. The 50 sets of data received were 
on the whole encouraging, though there 
are always areas for improvement. The 
outcome was healthy and at times heated 
discussions, hopefully leaving farmers with 
something to ponder.  
 

More recently we have held meetings 
revolving around Genomics, another new 
and exciting technology for people to get to 
grips with. The introductory chat talked 
through the financial benefits and the 
practicalities of using it. We discussed the 
general concepts of genetic gain and how 
we are currently achieving this but also how 
this can be accelerated, all with the aim of 
producing the desired cows to suit your 
system.  

Visit our website for further details or email 
courses@synergyfarmhealth.com 

Ben Barber 

EVENTS 

Safe use of Veterinary medicines 
in Sheep  - 17th May at Evershot 
Antibiotics in the Sheep Flock—
31st May at Sydling Estates 
The Resistance (Pub Quiz)   
5th June at The Eagle Tavern, Chard or  
7th June at The Red Lion, Winfrith 

2 Day Foot Trimming 
18th & 19th April  

Fiona Emm 

Fiona is one of our team of 

4 receptionists at Synergy 

who all ‘man’ the front 

desk. 

She is one of the 4 who will pick up the 

phone when you ring in to book 

anything from an emergency calving 

or a TB test. 

All members of the reception team 

will do their best to accommodate any 

requests that you may have, 

sometimes under very busy 

circumstances. 

Fiona is also on the Synergy Marketing 

team and is currently booking up all 

the Agricultural shows this summer 

that we will be attending—we look 

forward to seeing you there! 

She lives with her 3 dogs and 1 of her 

daughters not far from Evershot and 

has been part of the Synergy team for 

14 months. 

Practical Calving 
Wednesday 10th May at Evershot 

1 Day Grinder Course  25th May at Evershot 

Bovigen Scour  
(alternative to  

Rotavec Corona) 

£7.20 per dose for 5 doses 
£6.90 per dose for 30 doses 

LEPTAVOID-H  

1– 7 packs (25-175 doses) £1.70 per dose 

8+ packs (200 doses +) £1.62 per dose 

8+ packs (200 doses +) &  

commit to purchasing Bovilis BVD 
£1.53 per dose 

Spring  
Vaccination Deal OFFER 

EXTENDED 
Offer available on 25 dose packs only 

and must end 31st March 2017— 
30th April 2017 

Fertility in Spring Grazing Herds 
Friday 28th April 11-2 at Evershot 

The 2016-17 Crewkerne Farmers' Skittle League 
season has recently finished with the end of season 
dinner and presentation at the Shrubbery Hotel fast 
approaching.  This league has a long association 
with both Kingfisher Veterinary Practice and now 
Synergy Farm Health, having been run by Jereme 
Darke for 15 years and for the last five years by Ed 
Powell-Jackson.  Proud winners of the league were 
Colin Hart's team from Yetminster.  Malcolm 
White's team from Hardington won the Shield com-
petition.  Many thanks to all captains and players 
for their continued support. 

Crewkerne Farmers’ Skittles 


