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Sheep News December 2018 
It’s a busy time of the year for the 
Synergy sheep team, both with 
lambing visits and health planning. 
We have been doing a lot of forage 
analyses; assessing silage and hay 
quality after such a dry summer last 
year has been very interesting. It also 
enables us to formulate some feeding 
guidelines in the lead-up to lambing. 
We can also analyse fresh grass, 
which can be useful for our outdoor 
lambing flocks.  
 

The sheep scab picture in the area 

seems to be pretty bleak and we are 
attending a lot of suspect cases. 
Please remain vigilant and also keep 
us in the loop. Our 2019 sheep team 
campaign is Haemonchus, the 
tropical blood-sucking gut worm, 
which is on the increase. Details of 
our Haemonchus meeting set for the 
end of April can be found later in this 
newsletter, and we would love to see 
as many of you there as possible. 
Also in this edition, Bryan shares 

some tips on colostrum management 

and we have a new colostrum 

supplement product on our shelf, 

which we would recommend as a 

back-up if ewe’s colostrum 

is not available. Remember 

#colostrumisgold 
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Unfortunately we are receiving 
phone calls about suspect outbreaks 
of sheep scab weekly and many of 
these cases are being confirmed on 
diagnosis. It is rife! 
 
Suspicious signs include: itching 
(which can be very severe) stained 
fleece from scratching, wool loss, 
scabby patches and weight loss. It is 
extremely important to get a 
diagnosis as Scab can look very 
similar to lice and the treatments can 
be different. Incorrect treatment is 
costly and delays time to recovery. 
Skin scrapes are the gold standard for 
diagnosis but aren’t always 
rewarding. We now have a blood test 
available that tests for exposure to 
the sheep scab mite and it can pick it 
up from 2 weeks of infestation. 

Although 
Scab is no 
longer a 
notifiable 
disease, we 
are still 
legislated by 

the Sheep Scab Order 1997, and any 
sheep showing visible signs of scab 
must be treated as soon as 
reasonably possible. It can be a 
devastating condition both for 
welfare and production. Another 
complication we are now facing is the 
recent discovery of mites resistant to 
injectable products. In confirmed 
cases of scab, we are advising dipping 
where possible and can provide you 
with details of Bimeda-approved 
mobile sheep dippers. Remember, 
using OP dips in jetters or showers is 
not licensed to treat sheep scab and 
is an illegal use of OP dips. 
Furthermore, the concern is that if 
we expose sheep scab mites to an 
underdose of OP dips (as can occur in 
showers or jetters) it could lead to 
the development of resistance to OP 
dips. 
 
A question we are getting asked quite 
frequently is “will compulsory 
dipping be re-introduced?” 
Unfortunately I’m not sure it’s on the 
government’s radar right now, but 

we are reporting all confirmed cases 
in the practice (anonymously, only by 
the first four characters of the 
postcode) to the APHA to build a 
picture of quickly accelerating 
spread. 
 
I think we all now have to assume 

that any incoming or neighbouring 

sheep etc. are infected and strict 

biosecurity is paramount to 

preventing introduction of scab onto 

your farm. Quarantine of incoming 

stock for 3 weeks is essential and if in 

any doubt about Scab status, blood 

testing or Scab treatment may be 

appropriate. Remember, the mite 

can live off-sheep for 17 days and 

clothing, handling equipment, 

contractor’s kit etc. could be 

contaminated. The key going forward 

is that we all work together to 

prevent spread and remain 

vigilant.  

Charlotte Mouland 

Sheep Scab — An update 



Bryan Deane 

Emily  Gascoigne 

For our MV accredited flocks it is 
important to know about some 
changes that came into force 1st 
January 2019. 
 
 There is now a requirement for 

members with MV/CAE accredited 
animals on the same holding as 
non-accredited ewes to perform a 
cull ewe screen of 12 female non 
MV/CAE accredited animals at the 
time of the routine periodic blood 
testing 

 If any animal tests antibody 
positive in the female cull screen 
then the accredited flock/herd will 
be classified as “high risk” and will 
revert to annual testing 

 It is now mandatory to test all 
MV/CAE accredited animals added 
to accredited flocks/herds 
between 6-12 months after 
arriving 

 It is also strongly recommended 
that all added animals are tested 

at the time of purchase regardless 
of age and then compulsory 
tested 6-12 months after arrival 
onto farm  

 There are new guidelines 
regarding the importation of 
animals, embryos and semen  

 
Please refer to the SAC MV/CAE 
scheme rules for more details on 
these amendments and chat to your 
vet if you have any questions.  

MV/CAE Accreditation Scheme Updates 2019 

 Check udders and teats pre-

lambing to ensure no mastitis 
present – if problems detected, 
record and seek vet advice! 

 Remember to boost Clostridial/

Pasteurella vaccines (Heptavac P/
Covexin etc.) in the 4-6 weeks 
prior to start of lambing to 
maximise antibody production. 

 Cleanliness is key – clean all 

equipment thoroughly after use, 
and maintain a clean environment 
in the lambing pen. 

 Lambs require 200ml/kg of good 

quality colostrum in the first 24 
hours. (50ml/kg in the first 2 
hours.) 

 Lambs should be standing and 

attempting to suckle within 15 
minutes of birth – it is vital to 
keep an eye on weaker lambs 
that may require 
supplementation. 

Colostrum can be frozen for up to 

1 year, alternatively good quality 
cow/goat colostrum may be used. 
**Speak to your vet for more details** 

 When thawing or heating frozen 

colostrum, a waterbath is very 
useful. Take care not to use 
boiling water or thaw too rapidly 
as this will be detrimental to 
colostral antibody quality. 

 Plastic ice-cube bags are a handy 

way of freezing individual 

portions of 

colostrum rather 

than thawing large 

quantities for single 

lambs  

Colostrum Management  TOP TIPS 

My Poll Dorset flock were lambing 
in the autumn (a busy time of year 
in the run up to tupping for most) 
and as we were not in a position to 
synchronise, committed ourselves 
to a 4 week lambing. Whilst indoor 
CCTV is commonly installed for 
security purposes, anyone on 
Twitter will have seen endless 
footage of “zoomed in images” 
during calving. We decided to 
investigate further. 

A challenge for many small flocks at 
lambing or those not living with 
their sheep is supervision at 
lambing. Whilst delayed lambing 
times may be a risk for lambs a 
watched kettle never and over 
supervision has certainly been 
shown in sheep to delay lambing.  
We had CCTV installed (to double 
up for the sucklers) permitting 
ongoing high level of supervision.  
 

We used a company called Farmers 
Eye from Dundee http://
farmerseye.co.uk and as not living 
at the farm, chose a system where 
the camera sends images with a Sim 
Card to multiple designated mobile 
phones and tablets. This means 
lambing and calving checks can be 
done from the comfort of the 

couch, from a tractor cab or sat at 
Synergy HQ in Evershot! The system 
is available with zoom, night vision 
and microphones-which have 
proven useful for us lambing ewes 
(as lambing ewes vocalise) and 
permitting of reading primary tags 
for cattle ID. 
 

Whilst it is an extra cost, the 

potential lambs or calves saved 

could quickly cover the costs of 

such a system and the extra hours 

of sleep. I have uploaded some 

examples of footage to the 

practice’s twitter 

account 

@SynergyFarmVets.  

Lamb Cam 

http://farmerseye.co.uk
http://farmerseye.co.uk


Haemonchus Meeting 
After a very successful Sheep Scab meeting last 

summer with over 70 farmers in attendance, the 

sheep team’s campaign for 2019 is the topic of 

Haemonchus, otherwise known as the barber pole 

worm. This tropical gut worm is on the increase 

in the UK and some of our flocks had big issues 

with it in 2018. We want to be on the front foot 

this year so will be a hosting an evening meeting 

Thursday 25th April at the practice 7:30pm to 

9pm. Hannah Rose Veneer from the University of 

Liverpool (formerly University of Bristol) will be 

coming down to tell us all we need to know about 

Haemonchus and in similar fashion to last year’s 

meeting it will be in run in the form of interactive 

stations, with a chance to catch-up with other 

flocks over a tasty hog roast.  We know it’s early 

in the season and some lambing may still be 

happening, but our earliest cases in 2018 were in 

the beginning of May. 

Thank you to all who came to our 
lamb loss meetings in the 
autumn. Over 60 attendees at 
the three meetings and a huge 
thank you to CEVA for 
sponsoring.  Key take home 
messages were that our practice 
average didn’t move last year but 
some flocks did have a challenge 
(largely weather related!). As 
Charlotte said, we have access to 
some free forage analysis at the 
moment if anyone needs any 
feeding help! Over 30 flocks (and 
counting) participated in this our 
fifth year! Well done everyone.  
Remember #colostrumisgold and 

lambs require 20% of body 

weight in the first 24 hours in 

colostrum i.e. a 4kg lambs needs 

800ml in a day, 400ml of that in 

the first 6 hours and ideally, 

200ml in the first feed. 

After 

finishing 

my 

diploma I 

took the opportunity to get 

involved with a national project 

with AHDB, HCC and QMS and 

multiple universities looking at 

lamb and calf mortality. I am 

visiting 40 sheep flocks and beef 

herds as part of the project 

across four counties! The aim- 

more lambs reared per ewe to 

the tup by preserving lamb 

survival. I am looking forward to 

getting to know some distant 

flocks! If anyone would like more 

information about the project 

and #everylambcounts and 

#everycalfcounts let 

me know! 

Lamb Loss Meetings and AHDB Lamb Loss and Calf  Loss Project 

Emily  
Gascoigne 

Nematodirus 

Given the unseasonably warm end of February 
we’ve experienced, we may well be in for an 
early hatch of Nematodirus this spring.  If 
hatch coincides with when lambs begin grazing 
(around 6 weeks of age) it can have 
devastating consequences. Nematodirus can 
cause death in lambs before we could detect 
eggs on a faecal egg count and therefore 
control needs to be carefully planned. 
 
Rotating the pastures you turn ewes and lambs 
onto each year can help minimize pasture 
contamination and is key in controlling 
Nematodirus. We also strongly advise 
monitoring parasite forecasts online to make 
decisions on when to carry out your first worm 
drench of lambs of the season (http://
www.scops.org.uk/nematodirus-
forecast.html). Chat with your vet and ensure 
that you have a Nematodirus control strategy 
for your flock this spring! 

http://www.scops.org.uk/nematodirus-forecast.html
http://www.scops.org.uk/nematodirus-forecast.html
http://www.scops.org.uk/nematodirus-forecast.html


WEST HILL BARNS, EVERSHOT, DORSET, DT2 0LD 

01935 83682 

www.synergyfarmhealth.com 
 

@SynergyFarmVets          @SFHCalfClub  

We are committed to our training services for sheep farmers at Synergy and the next quarter is action 

packed. If interested in any of the below please contact our office to book onto a course (01935 83682) 

Welfare of Sheep and Humane Slaughter 
Course for Commercial Flocks 

Please let us know if you have an interest in attending a 
Welfare of Sheep and Humane Slaughter Course for 
commercial flocks. We ran a course last year with the 
Humane Slaughter Association, which included captive 
bolt use and maintenance, including a wet-lab practical 
session. If there is suitable demand we will arrange 
another course for this year.  

Safe use of Veterinary Medicines for 
commercial sheep flocks 

11th March or 14th May 
10.30—2.30 at Evershot (£66 + VAT) 

“How do we realise full potential from our investments in medicines?” 
and “How to use them effectively and safely”.  
It is now a Red Tractor Recommendation that one person from each farm 
has attended a course on the handling and administration of veterinary 
medicines.  
Our course satisfies this recommendation 
 and is aimed at commercial shepherds and  
members of the team administering or  
handling medicines.     Lunch included.   

Faecal Egg Counting workshop 

12th June (NO SPACES LEFT)  or 10th July 
10 am—3pm at Evershot 

Back by popular demand, this is a general parasitology 

course looking at we can reduce the risk of developing 

anthelmintic resistance in our flocks and control 

parasites in a sustainable way. Guidance as to what 

equipment is needed will be given. 

Certificate for 
Flock Plan at 
end of course 

Practical lambing for 
commercial flocks 

7th March (NO SPACES LEFT) 
9.30am -3pm at Evershot (£66 + VAT) 

We will discuss the importance in preparation 
for lambing, including the pros and cons of 
housing, nutrition, body condition scoring and 
what equipment is necessary. Using our 
lambing simulator we will learn how to 
approach some of the most common lambing 
difficulties, knowing when to intervene and 
when to call a vet  

Dispensary News…. 

 
Suitable 

Flock Size 
Price 

Flock Health 
Plan Annual 
Update Visit 

Additional 
Advisory 

Visits 

Regular 
Farmer 

Meetings 

Fixed Price 
Caesarean 

Section Price 

10% discount 
on worm egg 
counts and 

vasectomies 

Included 
Post 

Mortems 

Detailed Farm 
Data Analysis 
and ongoing 

phone support 

Smallholder 
scheme 

<100  
ewes 

£100 + VAT 
per year 

  
1 practical/

meeting a year 
    

Flock Health 
Advisory 
Package 

150-500 
ewes 

£35 + VAT 
per month 

 
1 additional 

advisory 
visit 

Opportunity for 
discussion 

group if 
demand 

  

3 adult post-
mortems at 
Frome Vale 

 

Large Flock 
Consultancy 
Package 

>1000  
ewes 

£125 + VAT 
per month 

 
4 half-day 

consultanc
y visits 

Large Flock 
discussion 
group meet 

annually 

  

Post-mortem 
day at Frome 

Vale 
 

Just a reminder about our 3 flock packages which may be of interest to you. These are designed to 
spread the cost of preventative health care by way of a pay-monthly scheme and allow you to build 

rapport with one main vet. For more information speak to Emily or Charlotte on 01935 83682. 

Flock 
Health 
Packages 

Premium XL 
Lamb Colostrum  

20 Dose £26 

40 Dose £42 

Adrenacaine From £0.05 per 1ml 1ml/4kg Lamb 

Metacam From £0.23 per 0.25ml 0.25ml/4kg Lamb 

Please note that pain relief is off license in sheep so a plan 

needs to be formulated with your veterinary surgeon and for 

your health plan. 

Prices correct 01/03/2019 Ex VAT 

Ewe2Go 1 Litre £10.93 

Brix Refractometer £18.75 

Trusti Lamb 
Feeder 240ml 

£15.26 


