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Bovine TB - Protect Your Herd
Potentially
devastating
to
farm
businesses, bovine TB is possibly the
most relevant disease threat to all cattle
farmers in the South West. There’s no
doubt it’s a depressing and extremely
frustrating situation for everyone.
Despite this there are active measures
which cattle owners can take to lower
the chance of infection entering a herd,
or help in restoring Officially Tuberculosis
Free status in an already infected herd. I
heard one cattle farmer describe it
perfectly: “You wouldn’t blindly cross a
road without looking for cars, thinking

well if I’m going to get hit I’m going to get
hit. You would look.” i.e. take steps to
minimise the risk that is out there. With
the badger culling operations finished for
this year across the regions, we can only
hope that Defra continues their efforts to
control the disease in wildlife. In the
meantime, there are steps we can take to
protect stock. The following points in
bold are all shamelessly lifted from the
TB hub website (www.tbhub.co.uk); and
have been referred to previously in
recent newsletters. Please have a look at
this website as it contains a huge amount
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of relevant information. These steps aim
to reduce the risk of cattle-to-cattle and
badger-to-cattle
spread
of
Mycobacterium bovis, the causal agent
of bovine TB.

RESTRICT contact
between badgers and
cattle

MANAGE cattle feed
and water

STOP infected cattle
entering the herd

REDUCE risk from
neighbouring herds

MINIMISE infection
from cattle manure



 Restrict badger



Check local TB
outbreaks data online
at www.ibtb.co.uk.
This is an interactive
map providing
information on the
location of ongoing
breakdowns and
breakdowns resolved
in the last five years.
 Put in place
effective barriers
between neighbouring
herds.
 Avoid sharing
equipment or vehicles
with other farms.
 Avoid sharing
cattle grazing
with other
herds.



Introduce barriers
to prevent badgers
accessing cattle. This
could be as simple as
lowering a gate to a
building with some
rubber matting, or
more extreme
measures such electric
fencing around cattle
buildings. Obviously
these options will vary
on an individual farm
basis.
 Limit access of
cattle to badger
latrines and setts.
Latrines and areas
immediately adjacent
to setts (2-3m) will
contain large numbers
of M.bovis if infected
badgers are present.
Fence them off!

access to feed stores,
troughs and mineral
licks. Again this could
be as simple as
repairing that door to
the feed store or
raising mineral licks up
off the ground.
 Don’t put feed on
the ground at pasture
and clean up spillages.

 Use clean, fresh
water and restrict
badger access to water
troughs.
 Only feed waste
milk to calves if it has
been boiled or
pasteurised.

Ask for TB history
information before you
buy new cattle.
 Post-movement
test cattle entering the
herd. While all animals
over 42 days old will
have been premovement tested,
private post-movement
testing can also be done.
This must be done at
least 60 days after the
date of the premovement test. This can
be done during a
‘quarantine period’
before mixing with the
main herd (see the next
point!).
 Isolate all higherrisk cattle before they
enter the herd. Ideally
for a minimum of 2
months.

Store manure for
a long period before
spreading on farm.
 Only spread
manure on arable land
or pasture that is not
going to be grazed by
cattle for at least two
months.
 Minimise aerosols
and contamination of
roadways when
spreading.
 Don’t spread
manure from other
farms.

Please give us a call or chat to your vet on their next visit if you would like more information. We would be
happy to visit for a farm walk to discuss biosecurity options on an individual basis.
EVERSHOT— CREWKERNE — DORCHESTER - HONITON — LANGPORT
TAUNTON — CHARD — MARTOCK — BERE REGIS — BRIDPORT — BRIDGWATER

Claire Rudd

Comfortable Cows
Having just sat down
on
my
very
comfortable sofa at the
end of a long day on
my feet and musing on
what I should write about, the issue
of comfort and the value it brings to
cows seemed an apposite subject.
Just lying about
Many of you will be aware of the
value of cow comfort to your
business, but how well do you know
what a cow wants to do? Cows
divide their days into distinct bouts
of eating, drinking and lying. On
average cows will aim to have
around 8 bouts of lying per day and
on average will lie for around 11
hours a day. Lying behaviour differs
between heifers and older cows with
heifers dividing their lying time into
more individual bouts but with each
bout having less duration than older
cows.
Cows have a strong desire to rest
and prevention from doing so (e.g.
due to prolonged periods waiting to
be milked or a lack of space) will
cause the cow to make up for “lost
time”. This will be done by extending
the period they will rest for when
they do get the chance. This will
happen at the expense of feed intake
i.e. resting takes priority over feeding
in a cow’s time budget with an
additional 1.5 hours/day standing
time associated with a 45-min
reduction in feeding time. When
heifers and older cows are comingled, resting time is reduced
much more for the heifers than for
older cows, this especially being the
case where the stocking densities are
high.
A comfortable cow is a productive
cow
It then comes as no surprise that
lying is strongly correlated to milk
production with the most productive
cows consistently lying more than
less productive cows; this probably
being related to a better quality of
rumination. One study suggested a
figure that for every extra hour per

day the cows lie down, they would
produce 1.6l more milk per day.
This fact was recently reinforced to
me by the observation from a farmer
I have just visited who, despite using
high quality water bed mattresses for
his milking cows stated, that the
cows on his straw yard, (these being
those cows not prepared to use the
cubicles etc.), were still significantly
more productive: 3-4 litres per day
was his estimation.
It should be borne in mind that these
requirements to rest are not just the
preserve of lactating cows. Work has
demonstrated that both heifers and
multiparous cows which ruminated
and rested for longer in the close up
period to calving had greater feed
intake and yields post calving.

cubicle house is, for the most part,
not a realistic goal in the current
climate. However, there is no reason
why changes need to be excessively
costly.
Firstly, changes can be made
incrementally, i.e. improving the
comfort of a few cubicles at a time is
still a better option than doing
nothing at all. This being especially
the case if we can then reserve these
improved cubicles for the most at
risk cows, such as the heifers and
those in early lactation. (Even if no
changes can be made, housing the
early lactation heifers separately to
reduce the pressure on them and
allow then to express their different
behaviour is highly likely to pay
dividends).
Secondly, often changes need not be
very expensive, it could just be
alterations to the cubicle dimensions
or increasing the amount of surface
bedding material. However, even
changing the fundamental quality of
the bedded surface can potentially
be done relatively cheaply by using
alternative solutions such as astroturf to act as an underlay for mats.

Taking the weight off their feet
However, it is not just production
that will benefit, cows that lie down
more, not surprisingly, will be less
prone to lameness. This being
particularly the case for heifers and
early lactation cows, and obviously
especially the combination of the
two. The reasons are selfexplanatory: cows that lie down
more will have less wear of their
horn and have less concussive
impacts on their feet, the reduction
of these factors thereby reducing the
damage to the horn growing tissue
that is at the root of non-infectious
lameness such as solar ulcers.
Every little bit helps
Patently the above would suggest
that investing in optimal comfort
makes good sense, but clearly raising
the capital to go out and invest
significant sums in a state of the art

The main thing is don’t be frightened
to experiment, chat potential ideas
over with us, then alter a few
cubicles at first and sit back and
watch; the cows will quickly tell you
what they think of changes you
make.

A calf enjoying Alastair’s sofa!
(courtesy of Google Images)

Who knows, the benefits you accrue
might allow you to put in
that
new
highly
comfortable
sofa
for
yourselves!

Alastair Hayton

Has your farm reduced its medicine use over the years?
How many courses of
antibiotics do YOUR cows
get every year? Do you
know how much antibiotic you are
using in comparison to other dairy
farms of similar size, yield and
production system? Why is your
neighbour with a very similar farming
enterprise using half the amount of
antibiotics that you do? Are there
ways you could be saving your farm
business money?
We have spent considerable time
developing a method of comparing
farm antibiotic use that is unique to
Synergy Farm Health. It enables us to
compare dairy farms within the
practice based on cow numbers, yield,

“It was really useful to compare my
medicine use from last year to this
year, and to discuss with the vets
what areas I could work on to reduce
it.” - Farmer View

and system. We had a great meeting
with the Ham Hill Discussion group
recently with time for one on one
discussion between vets and farmers
which was very beneficial for us all.
Having seen the value of this
information to farmers first hand, we
are very keen to carry out more
meetings across the practice. If you
are interested in attending a meeting
please contact the office on 01935
83682 and speak to Fiona. We will

£30

Alasdair Moffett

Including: Synergy guide to lambing,
template for flock record book,
lambing protocols; 2 x 50ml dosing
syringes, stomach tube, lambing
snare, 2 x lambing ropes, vet lube,
arm length gloves, thermometer, iodine tincture and
spray, propylene glycol, all enclosed in a free tool box

Get yourself organised
for lambing
with the

ONLY

keep a record of all interested farms
and will be arranging local
meetings in your area in the
new year, so watch this
space to learn more.

SYNERGY
LAMBING KIT

Project on Sheep Drench guns
Synergy Farm Health are involved in an exciting project being carried out by Alice Geddes as
part of her Masters research project, with Emily Gascoigne assisting. The project will be
looking at the dispensing error of sheep drench guns currently in use on commercial sheep
farms with data to be collected from clients of the practice. Commercial sheep flocks within
the practice will be selected at random to participate in this study – if you have been selected
either Alice or Emily will be in contact. Involvement in the study is by no means compulsory
and all results will be confidential; we are relying on an honest representation of current
practices on farm, to provide an insight into possible contributors to the current rise of
anthelmintic resistance seen on a national scale. If you have any questions please phone Alice
in the Pharmacy or speak to Emily on farm.
Dillington Farms Open Day — Tuesday 13th December 10.30—3pm
Lely have installed their 1000th robot at Dillington Farms! To celebrate they are
having an open day which we are proud to be part of. Come and see the new set up
and find out how it all works. Knott Oak Dairy, Illminster, TA19 0NS
Ed Powell-Jackson and Tom Clarke will be talking about antibiotic usage on farm.
Genomics Workshop
with Mark Burnell
Thursday 15th Dec 11am
Higher Farm, Rodden,
Weymouth, DT3 4JE by
kind permission of RH &
AE Mayo

The Rich Wigram NZ Farming
Scholarship are looking for
applicants from the young farming
community (over 18) to work on top
dairy farms in New Zealand from
June/July 2017 for up to 1 year.

For full details visit their website
www.richwigramnzscholarship.org

1 day Grinder Course
16th December

Footbathing and Digital Dermatitis Workshop
Thursday 15th December
At Bineham City Farm, Long Sutton, Langport, TA10 9JF by kind
permission of Messrs D & P Coombes

Lunch Provided
Visit our website for further details or email courses@synergyfarmhealth.com

News from our Rounds
Andrew Davies

Clare Eames
South

Rachel Hayton
North

East

As is the case when you get
older you attend an increasing
number of funerals. So it was
very sad to attend the funeral of Joe
Coleman from Tincleton a few weeks back.
Joe and his family are an absolute pillar of
the farming community in the Dorchester
area and an integral part of the Dorset
County Show, Joe being Chairman and
President over many years of involvement.
We send our thoughts and condolences to
his family and thank his son Charles for
what I felt was an excellent eulogy which is
always difficult in any circumstance. One of
my memories of Joe which Charles referred
to was his tendency through his years of
experience to tell the vet what to do and
particularly how much of a dose to treat an
animal with. His usual line was "fill up that
big syringe and hit the bugs hard—Kill or
cure vitinery”!. Interestingly given where
we are currently with antibiotic resistance
and responsible use of medicines Joe as
always was bang on.
Treat early and don't under dose. As little
as possible but as much as necessary. It's
funny that words of wisdom remain true.
It was reassuring to see that the latest
DEFRA
update
has
downgraded
Bluetongue to a low level risk.
There have been a number of further cases
in France but not to the severity or
geography which would have a direct
influence on risk of transmission to the UK.
Coupled with lower temperatures and wind
direction there appears to be little risk of
spread to these shores now and
particularly our farms on the Dorset coast.

We seem to have had a
decent autumn with
some good late season
grazing, and more recently the first
hard frosts. The late grazing would
have been welcome to many, but does
seem to have been accompanied by an
increased incidence of fluke problems.
Make sure you have a robust plan in
place, otherwise this will affect
production and health throughout the
housing period. We have also been
seeing an inexorable rise in wormer
resistance on our sheep and goat units.
It is no longer enough to stick your
head in the sand and carry on as
before; unless you take measures to
stop the spread it will happen to you!
Several of us have enrolled on an
online course to try and stay abreast of
antimicrobial
resistance.
Like
everything these days, there is a
component involving online discussion.
Unsurprisingly, there seems to be a
mixture of well-informed people with
interesting and varied backgrounds,
and complete nutcases. Am I the only
one who doesn’t enjoy airing my views
to a virtual room of complete
strangers?
The most interesting titbit has been
the development of a tool to stop the
spread of infection in hospitals….
inspired by cattle salt licks. Research is
going into pressed salt being used to
make door handles, taps and bed rails
as they are a hostile environment for
bacteria regardless of resistance
profile. Beautifully simple and not that
surprising when you think about it.

The whole team at Synergy would like to wish all our clients an
enjoyable Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year!
CHRISTMAS DAY – Emergencies only
BOXING DAY (Mon 26th)– Emergencies only
Bank Hol (Tues 27th)– Emergencies only
NEW YEARS DAY - Emergencies only
Bank Hol (Mon 2nd) —Emergencies Only
Our 24 hour Emergency service will continue to operate at all times
when the office is closed

WEST HILL BARNS, EVERSHOT, DORSET, DT2 0LD

01935 83682

As I write autumn is rapidly
disappearing into winter. Old
wives’ tales talk about
copious berries in the hedges indicating we are
in for a cold winter. I may not be a particularly
old wife (no comments please!) but by my
reckoning we are due a cold one and from an
animal health point of view it would be great to
kill off a few bugs. However, my optimism is
put in place by needing to plan on the farm how
we are going to get to certain fields if the snow
comes and feed our out-wintered animals.
Buying in stock can be risky and at home we
were reminded of the absolute necessity of
quarantine dosing and keeping newly acquired
animals separate earlier this autumn, when
some two tooth ewes that we bought at Wilton
sheep fair seemed to be losing condition
despite having quarantine treatments for
worms and fluke. One ewe was particularly poor
and subsequently died giving me the chance to
do a post mortem examination (ably assisted by
my 5 year old daughter Helen with the camera
and various comments on the smell!). The
ewe’s liver was so damaged from fluke that it
fell apart in my hands, but it still had adult fluke
in it despite having had triclabendazole flukicide
treatment. We drenched them all later that day
with a different flukicide; closantel and they
have since improved immensely. Buying in
triclabendazole-resistant fluke was not on our
shopping list for Wilton, but we managed to
contain it by keeping the new sheep inside and
away from the rest of the flock until they had
been fully treated.
Our bulls will be back in with the autumn
calvers at the beginning of December. Our main
stock bull had redwater (babesiosis) in October.
Luckily he wasn’t too badly affected prior to
treatment and has made a full recovery.
However, I did carry out a full bull breeding
soundness examination on him to check his
sperm quality as this can be affected after
suffering from a high temperature. Strangely,
my husband Tom wasn’t available to help that
morning once he had seen the size of the
electro-ejaculation probe! Initial on-farm
examination of the sperm under the microscope
showed good motility and this was followed up
with a detailed sperm count back at the practice
lab and our bull was given the all clear. As an
added bonus, contrary to popular belief, the
bull wasn’t at all upset by the procedure and
isn’t holding a grudge against me…

www.synergyfarmhealth.com
@SynergyFarmVets
@SFHCalfClub

