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With the long range forecast for April 

set fair at the moment  (albeit writing 

this in March!) we should be in for a 

good lambing outside. With a bit of 

heat and the grass growing well the 

early lambing flocks should go well. 

With the advice from Emily in this 

newsletter it will be great to see how 

many of you can get your lambs to 

20Kg within 8 weeks. 

We are delighted that this spring we 

have been able to offer such an 

exciting and varied list of training 

course for our sheep clients. If you 

have not taken the opportunity to get 

to one of these in the past then I would 

recommend you read on. See what you 

could learn, so that you have less 

losses this year, and the lambs grow 

faster.  You can then fill in the lamb 

loss survey and have the pleasure in 

seeing your numbers get better and a 

good night in the pub discussing how 

next year could be even better. 
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Andy Adler 

Lambing is here… have you got your 

emergency colostrum supply sorted?  

Colostrum is a vital supply of 

antibodies and energy for newborn 

lambs. Ruminants are born with no 

antibodies in their system so are 

completely dependent on their first 

feed to provide the immunity they 

need.  

Always bear in mind the 3 Qs: 

Quantity, Quality, Quickly 

Quantity – 10% of bodyweight of 

colostrum should be fed in total 

Quality – Ewe’s colostrum is always 

better than colostrum supplements 

as it contains much higher levels of 

antibodies and provides immunity to 

the bugs that are present on your 

farm. Cow or goat colostrum can be 

used as a replacement, but chat to a 

vet before sourcing it 

Quickly – The gut closes 24 hours 

after birth, after this antibodies 

cannot be absorbed. Colostrum 

should therefore be fed ASAP 

With all this in mind, consider 

collecting surplus ewe colostrum and 

refrigerating or freezing it as an 

emergency supply. This isn’t always 

possible, particularly at the start of 

lambing so colostrum supplements 

can be 

useful in 

these 

scenarios. 

We have now started stocking 

Immucol Platinum in the practice, a 

product that recently came out on 

top in a study looking at colostrum 

supplements available on the market. 

Remember, ewe colostrum is gold 

standard and these products should 

only be used as a supplement.  

Charlotte Mouland 

For the fourth year running, please find attached our lamb loss survey form, with over 25 sending in forms last year, 
and over 50 at the meetings we are committed to running this benchmarking. The focus this year will be on rearing 
so notice subtle changes in the form (all data needed for flock health plans). 
 
Closing date 1st September for our usual post-tuppings meetings and supper! New and old recruits all welcome. 

Lamb Loss Survey 2017 



Many of our flocks will at the 
moment be focusing on the activities 
of the lambing shed but for those 
coming out the other side, key 
management and measurement 
tasks might be on your agenda. 
Lamb mortality: The majority of our 
flocks will be using Heptavac-P for 
clostridia and pasturella protecting- 
two big causes of sudden death in fit 
lambs. 
 
Pasturella can be a big killer in the 
first month of life, but after three 
weeks the immunity from ewe 
vaccination rapidly wanes.  
 
We advise flocks to considering 
vaccinating lambs from three weeks 
old with either Ovivac-P or Heptavac
-P depending on the ultimate 
function of the lamb (speak to a vet 
or SQP to choose). In the face of an 
outbreak it is too late to get vaccines 
in play which can result in big losses!  
Those selling stores may wish to 
discuss reboosting Pasturella late 
season pre-movement. For most 
flocks over £20 per lamb has been 
spent in variable costs to this point, 
further clostridial vaccination costs 
approximately £1 for the entire 
course in a lamb (Ovivac-P, see 
below). High losses from these 
diseases can be costly with flocks 
regularly reporting 10s lambs lost 
through pulpy kidney or pasturella.  
Lamb vitality: Growth rates in lambs 

before 8 weeks is largely going to be 
determined by ewes milk yield. Poor 
ewe nutrition in late pregnancy and 
into early lactation will reduce yields 
and ultimately lamb growth. This is 
the most efficient phase of growth 
with milk rich in fat and protein and 
growth rates of over 300 grams per 
day achievable.  
 

Target weight at 8 weeks old is 20kg 
and lambs light at this point warrant 
investigation (not in September 
when they fail to achieve kill 
weights). 
 
Stunting <40% adult body weight i.e. 
less than 32kg can be very difficult if 
not impossible for lambs to come 
back from so monitoring and 
targeting is essential! 
 
If you have a large number of lambs 
lighter than this please call a vet 
ASAP. Time is money in this 
example! Key areas to investigate 
would include ewe nutrition, 
parasites (coccidia, Nematodirus, 
general worms), trace element 
disease, lameness etc (discussed 
below). It is also an ideal time to 
look at ewe body condition score 
and help to determine age at 
weaning. 
 
Please speak to one of 
the vets to discuss 
collecting and utilising 
this data. 

The importance of  the first eight weeks 

Emily Gascoigne 

Figure 1: Pasturella in lambs lungs, the 

dark section is damaged. Often presents 

as sudden death. Vaccination in the face 

of an outbreak is too late. 

Figure 2: Fluid around the heart (a 
sign of pulpy kidney). Also presents in 
sudden death. Vaccination in the face 
of an outbreak is too late. 

I am due to present at an 
International Sheep Veterinary 
Conference in May (Harrogate) and 
presenting work on the cost of lamb 
production, my lamb post-mortem 
work and a project on Hebridean 
Sheep. The audience will be a global 
one with vets from Australia, New 
Zealand, all over Europe and North 
and South America. Given the 
audience, I felt it was prudent that I 
put my money where my mouth 
was, in support of the British lamb 
producers and our standards, hence 
that I should wear British wool 
during the conference.  

In support of Prince Charles’ 

#choosewool campaign, I tweeted 

to my followers asking for tips of 

producers, specifying that I had to 

have one piece Dorset in origin. I 

now have four links from across the 

UK and four pieces in transit. Follow 

me on twitter to start guessing 

which breeds are represented and 

in the week commencing 22nd May 

check twitter to see what I chose! 

British Wool 

by Emily Gascoigne  

(@Em_the_SheepVet) 

Season’s tweetings bleatings 



Nematodirus 

As lambing season begins, it’s time 

to start thinking about the risk of 

Nematodirus in our flocks.  

Nematodirus battus is a worm that 

causes gastroenteritis in lambs 

when they start to eat a significant 

amount of grass, which is usually 

from about 6 weeks of age. It has 

the potential to cause huge 

economic losses through stunted 

growth rates and mortality. The eggs 

are able to survive on the pasture 

over winter and therefore, pasture 

which has been grazed by lambs the 

previous year is considered to be 

high risk. These eggs will hatch into 

infective larvae when 

temperatures reach >10C and will 

be ingested by grazing lambs. The 

larvae will then cause scouring in 

the lambs, which often presents as 

mucky bums and poor weight gain.  

According to the NADIS parasite 

forecast, temperatures are on the 

rise but hatch is not imminent, 

however, it is important that we 

remain vigilant and think about how 

we can prevent infection. 

Keep up to date with the 

Nematodirus forecast in your area 

http://www.nadis.org.uk/parasite-

forecast.aspx 

Key points to consider: 

Maximise use of SAFE GRAZING 

Low risk pasture is pasture that 

has been grazed by cattle, cut for 

hay or silage, or re-seeded the 

previous year or not grazed by 

lambs 

White drenches are still effective 

on most farms against Nema-

todirus and are suitable for use in 

lambs even in event of resistance 

in other worms 

If you can’t avoid the risk, preven-

tative treatment is advised 

It may be necessary to treat more 

than once if challenge is high, this 

can be indicated by the faecal egg 

count results. 
Abi Charlesworth 

1 
Prevention is essential. Uncontrolled coccidia significantly stunts lambs 
growth rates leading to irreversible damage in some animals. Stunting 
<40% adult body weight can lead to irreparable damage, increasing 
costs, increasing losses, increasing time to finish! 

2 

Risk factors for infection: 

a. A spread of ages in lambs- early lambs build up infection, 
later lambs become challenged with large amounts of in-
fection developing disease. 

b. High stocking density or collection points i.e. around creep 
feeders, housing, indoor automatic feeders, delayed turn-
out due to poor weather. 

c. Previous issues on pasture last year 

3 

Reduce environmental build up and reduce susceptibility 
Hygiene 

a. Keep early and late lambs in separate groups 
b. Use appropriate stocking densities 
c. Provide adequate nutrition 
d. Keep early and late lambs in separate groups 

4 
Monitor performance- daily live weight gains before 8 weeks should 

be >250 grams/day. If not why not? Investigate poor doers PROMPT-

LY to avoid huge costs to growth  

5 
Not all coccidia are bad coccidia. Sending off samples to work              

out how aggressive coccidia are can help design action plans! 

Clare Eames 

Five Top Tips for Coccidia Control 

Nematodirus  
Forecast 

www.scops.org.uk 

DORSET FLOCK COMPETITION 
Following the successful introduction of their 
new Dorset Flock Competition last year 
Dorset County Show are pleased to invite you 
to take part in this year’s competition.  
 

There are three classes:  
Small Flocks – 1-50 ewes  

Medium Flocks – 51-300 ewes  
Large Flocks – 301+ ewes  

 

The prizes for each class are as follows:  
Winner £125, Runner Up £75  
Plus two complimentary Guest tickets and 
badges for the Dorset County Show and great 
gifts from the sponsor for all prizes. 
 

All flocks must be located within Dorset and 
the competition is for breeding sheep, 
including both commercial and pedigree 
flocks. The Judges are the winners of last 
year’s classes and are as follows:  

Small Flocks – Mr & Mrs I Andrews  
Medium Flocks – Mr & Mrs R Geddes  

Large Flocks – Mr & Mrs T Besent  
 

The Judge and a Society Steward will visit your 
farm at a date to be arranged in June or July.  
 

Entry fee - £8 members (Dorchester Agricultural 
Society/Melplash Agricultural Society or Gillingham 
& Shaftesbury Agricultural Society)/£10 non-
members  
 

The deadline for entries is Wednesday 31st May. 
Entries can be made online 

www.dorsetcountyshow.co.uk 



WEST HILL BARNS, EVERSHOT, DORSET, DT2 0LD 

01935 83682 

www.synergyfarmhealth.com 
 

@SynergyFarmVets          @SFHCalfClub  

  News from Dispensary 

Ovivac P Price 

250 doses £120.23 

50 doses £27.23 

Prices correct Mar 2017 (ex VAT) 

We are committed to our training services for sheep farmers at Synergy and the next quarter is action 

packed. If interested in any of the below please contact our office to book onto a course (01935 83682) 

Vecoxan Price 

1 Litre £110 

2.5 Litre £245 

5 Litre £445 

Endospec 2.5% Price 

2.5 Litre £27 

Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines 

17th May  10.30 am—2pm at Evershot   (£66pp) 

Following the success of our first sheep tailored safe 
use of medicines course, we are running another one. 
Covering: “How do we realise full potential from our 
investments in medicines?” and “How to use them 
effectively and safely”. Aimed at commercial 
shepherds and members of the team administering 
or handling medicines.  

Lunch included.  
*Certificate for Flock Plan at end of course* 

Sheep Casualty Slaughter 

TBC 

Do we have a suggested date for this, I really need to 
get back to him as soon as we can- thinking possible 
June time, again a Wednesday have made contact with 
Frome Vale, will chase again and get a date 

                   Antibiotics in the Sheep Flock 
Prevention is better than cure 

31st May  2pm start 

Courtesy of the Sydling Estate we are having our next 
discussion group meeting aimed at Organic and 
progressive producers. 
We will have a tour of the flock and look at how they 
and you have and can action antibiotic usage on 
farm.  We will look at benchmarking and how 
together we can target antibiotic usage. 
Appropriate for ALL commercial producers 
Supported by the Soil Association 

Please RSVP to help with cake orders! 

ORGANIC MEETING 
SUPPORTED BY THE 
SOIL ASSOCIATION 

Lamb PM Course 

5th April  9.30am—2.30pm  (£80pp) 

Following our project work at the practice in 2016 
and the first course this year, we are running a 
second course for 2017, this is a course designed for 
commercial producers targeting reducing lamb 
mortality. This is a practical session involving 
classroom time and neonatal lamb mortems. 
Protective clothing will be provided, clean wellies 
necessary. Not suitable for pregnant women.  

Large Flock Meeting with Leslie Stubbings 

TBC 

Courtesy of the Rampisham Estate we are hosting 
Leslie Stubbings (LSSC Ltd ) the sheep consultant for a 
post-lambing examination of growth performance and 
monitoring in lambs. This meeting is being run by AHDB 
and all spaces should be booked through…… INSERT 
details, lunch, time. 
Whilst this will be aimed at our large flocks, all 
commercial flocks are encouraged to attend. 

The Resistance  
(nothing to do with Star Wars)  

5th June 7.30pm at Bere Regis (Royal Oak) 
7th June 7.30pm at Chard (Eagle Tavern) 

In our opinion resistance to wormers in worms is the 
biggest threat to the short and long term profitability of 
all commercial sheep flocks.  
With renewed vigour, new science and prizes we will be 
looking at new thinking of managing worm control on 
farms. Key aims of discussion (a) getting lambs off farm 
quicker whilst (b) protecting long term use of wormers. 
After the success of our lameness quiz last year (with 
60 farmers in attendance), this will be interactive and 
new look at an old topic and one NOT TO miss for the 
discerning sheep farmer! There will be prizes and we 
will give you an update on ongoing research being 
performed in house. 

***Demand anticipated so please book  
your space now! Food provided*** 

PUB QUIZ 

White drench for 

Nematodirus 

Clostridial Disease and 

pasturella 

Coccidial management 
Feel free to give one 

of our team of SQPs 

at Evershot or Kath 

at Bere Regis a call to 

chat about product 

choice. 


