News from our Rounds
East

South

North

Emily Gascoigne
I had a quiet night on call for
Christmas Eve, meaning my Santa
hat didn’t get its annual outing. I
am back into work on full throttle
already with scanning results
flying in, forage analysis results
coming back and rations being
prepared. Unfortunately all teams
have been visiting a high level of
sheep scab cases which is really
frustrating. To remind you all,
notify us as soon as you have
concerns to get a diagnosis and
speak to us about plunge dipping.
We have some numbers of
dippers locally who will be able to
help. Remember showering is off
license and will not eradicate
sheep scab.

Alasdair Moffett
Brexit on 29th March,
Badger culls, reduced
use
of
medicines
and
Antimicrobial Resistance, the
potential environmental impact
of farming, and the rise in the
noise made by our non-meat
eating and milk-drinking friends
are all topics which continue
into January 2019. It is certainly
a broad range of topics, with
conflicting information available
on most.

Paula Hunt

The Winter lamb loss meetings
were very successful and just a
reminder as Brexit looms, if
anyone needs any assistance with
working out cost of production
please let Charlotte and I know or
have a look at AHDB’s Farmbench
https://ahdb.org.uk/farmbench

However the continual aim to
reduce the use of medicines on
farm has not altered. What we
continue to strive towards is
high welfare with high standards
of husbandry on our farms. The
resulting low levels of disease
will reduce both the need for
treatment and the use of
medicines.

As 2019 commences, let us
continue to work towards this
as both farmers and vets, and
make sure farming sees through
the turbulent times ahead.

As I write this, we’re thinking
about weaning our Dorset’s and
my Hebrideans are scanning next
week. Fingers crossed!

Dispensary News
Reminder

Vaccine
Orders

Given current Brexit issues we are
aiming to ensure a constant supply of vaccines to all our clients.
We would request you place all vaccine orders as early as possible.
This includes Huskvac, as well as Leptospirosis, BVD, IBR and other
key cattle and sheep vaccines.

The recent rise and rise
of Veganism is as much about
climate change and environmental
concerns as animal welfare. I
recently treated my dog with a
spot on for fleas and was horrified
to see him about to launch
himself, as spaniels do, into my
garden wildlife pond. According
to a recent Vet Record article, the
active ingredients (Permethrins) in
pet and cattle spot-on products
destroy all aquatic life at two parts
per TRILLION (one part per
500,000,000,000 parts water). An
entire ecosystem could have been
wiped out with one quick doggy
paddle – and the same goes for
our rivers and waterways at risk
from all the anti-parasiticides we
commonly use. We must all be
seen to be vigilant in using these
products correctly and responsibly
– including us vets! Much clearer
warnings from the manufacturers
would also help.
A hot topic on my rounds at the
moment is TB biosecurity. Now
that animals are housed farmers
are turning their thoughts to how
they can minimise wildlife access
to buildings, feed space and silage
clamps, especially if we get the
harsh winter some are predicting.
Nothing keeps a badger warm on
a cold winter’s night like a good
bellyful of TMR! There is plenty of
practical advice on the TB Hub
(www.tbhub.co.uk) which is a
great website for any TB related
info. As TBAS members, we can
also perform advisory visits free of
charge, to offer bespoke advice
for your own farms.

January 2019

Join us for the BVD ‘Stamp It Out’
campaign!

 BVD ‘Stamp It Out’

New funding from the EU has become available to help with eradicating BVD on farm.
There is £6.3 million allocated to this project – this will be the last health initiative of this
kind before Brexit! This funding is available to all cattle keepers and we strongly
encourage you to make the most of this opportunity - public funds for cattle disease
investigation are likely to be very scarce in the post Brexit era.

So what do you have to do to access the funding for free farm visits and testing ?

 Feeding Soya
 Safe Working
 Embryo Transfer
 Events
 Meet the Team
 Regional News

Please come along to one of our initial BVD ‘Stamp It Out’ meetings. These will be
informative but light hearted meetings which will discuss some of our experiences of BVD. We will discuss the funding
available and required process – there will be the expected food and drink too! The initiative is open to all – dairy or beef
farms – and regardless of whether you have vaccinated your stock or not. All farms will benefit from the free testing and
advice available - overall there is £1200 of input available per farm and all that is required to access the funds is
attendance at this introductory meeting and a desire to control this common disease.
Tues 29th January 7.30pm

Tues 5th February 7.15pm

Thurs 21st February 11am

Eagle Tavern, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
TA20 3JE

Langport Arms,
Langport, TA10 9PD

The Drax Arms, Bere Regis
BH20 7HH

Weds 30th January 12pm

Weds 11th February 12pm

Thurs 7th March 6pm

Frogmary Green Farm,
South Petherton, TA13 5DJ

The Ridgeway Inn, Smallridge,
Axminster, EX13 7JJ

The Drax Arms, Bere Regis
BH20 7HH

Please call

01935 83682
to register your
place

Feeding Soya to Dairy Cows
Feeding dairy cows without soya was
the theme discussed at our recently
launched Progressive Dairy Discussion
Group. It was great to see farmers
gathered together sharing experience
and ideas with each other whilst our
job was to (hopefully!) provide some
science to facilitate discussion.

of soya to dairy cows is unsustainable
in the long term.
Numerous studies have demonstrated
that various protein sources can
replace soya without detriment to cow
performance and in many cases a
reduction in feed costs is observed.
This is the case even in high yielding
cows and it was good to hear that
farmers were experiencing this in
practice.

lactation, thus it is too simplistic to
suggest simply replacing one feed with
another.

The “secret” to successfully feeding
many of these high protein feeds is to
ensure that energy provision is
sufficient to allow the rumen microbes
to thrive and assemble proteins, which
The use of soya in dairy rations is
are then utilised by the cow. However
coming under increased scrutiny with
a balance must be struck between
some milk buyers prohibiting its use.
providing adequate energy and
There is good reason for this; most of
Alternative feeds may include legumes maintaining rumen health. This
the soya fed in the UK originates from
(other than soya), including peas, balancing is often somewhere between
South America and has a large carbon
beans and lupins and oil seed cakes, a science and art in reality.
footprint attached to it (chiefly due to
particularly rapeseed meal. Some by- I think what we feed our cows will only
its association with deforestation).
products (such as distillers’ grains) are come under increased scrutiny in the
Having a large reliance on imported
a useful source of protein, however future. Whilst this article is a simple
feedstuffs also makes the UK
there is often variation in nutritional overview
it
hopefully
vulnerable to external factors, leading
composition between batches and provokes some thought. If
to volatility in prices (although Mr
availability can be an issue. Each feed you would like more
Trump’s relationship with China has
has different nutritional values and is information feel free to get
eased prices in recent times). I am of
utilised differently by the rumen, which in touch.
the opinion that feeding large amounts
is also dependent on the stage of

Sam Cottam

WEST HILL BARNS, EVERSHOT, DORSET, DT2 0LD
office@synergyfarmhealth.com

01935 83682

www.synergyfarmhealth.com
@SynergyFarmVets
@SFHCalfClub

EVERSHOT— CREWKERNE — DORCHESTER - HONITON — LANGPORT
TAUNTON — CHARD — MARTOCK — BERE REGIS — AXMINSTER

Embryo Transfer - A Herd Strategy

Safe Working on farm
Synergy’s Vet Tech business continues
to be very busy delivering a range of
services to include hoof trimming,
freeze branding, pregnancy scanning
and mobility scoring to name a few.
We take great pride in delivering a
quality service whilst trying to satisfy a
wide and diverse client base, all with
slightly different requirements.
The Health and safety of our
employees and the animals we handle
on a daily basis is also of the highest
importance. It is something that we
take very seriously, ensuring our
equipment is of the highest standard
and our staff are correctly trained to
deliver a safe and quality assured
service, whilst working in and with a
wide range of farm facilities that can
bring its own set of challenges.
Handling facilities on farm can often be
overlooked or taken for granted.
Correct levels of restraint and calm
handling of cattle whilst feeling safe is
of paramount importance. Our Vet
Techs are not permitted to carry sticks
or cattle prodders to aid herding
stubborn or wild animals into their
trimming crushes. Struggling to load
or handle the animals safely will not
only stress the animals but almost
certainly stress the Vet Tech making
them physically and mentally tired,
and that’s when accidents are more
likely to happen. We all have to work
together to find practical solutions to
address awkward (and sometimes
dangerous
situations)
avoid
unnecessary pain/stress for both
animals and handlers.
We are
gradually replacing our old trimming
crushes with new remote controlled
machines which can make a big
difference when handling cattle.
We rely on farms having handling
facilities that are well designed,
maintained and in good working order.
This is important not only for the
welfare of the animals but also the
safety of everyone involved in the task.
It is much easier to deliver quality hoof
trimming, clear freeze brands and

accurate weighing or scanning when
the handling area/facilities work well.
Our Vet Techs and vets have a wealth
of experience and are more than
happy to help advise on handling
issues.
We probably all know someone that’s
been injured on farm handling cattle,
for this reason alone we all need to
think about health and safety at work.
Unfortunately we work in an industry
that boasts some of the worst statistics
for injuries and fatalities.

Consider the design of your handling –
e.g. using the animals’ normal
directional flow back to food/housing
and using corners or bends in races/
loading area. Restricting the animal’s
line of sight can work particularly well
when it comes to loading into the foot
trimming crushes.

Points to consider when assessing
or designing your handling areas

This is a quote taken from a NADIS
webpage by Ian Ohnstad, which
contains lots of excellent advice for
anyone wanting to design cattle
handling facilities.

Gates and pens well
secured and in good
order, high enough to
prevent jumping.

“A basic understanding of animal
behaviour is important for all
stockpersons and it is particularly
important when designing and
operating any cattle handling
facility. Cattle remember painful
and frightening experiences and
cattle with previous experience of
quiet, gentle handling will be less
excitable in the future. In addition to
this, animals that have had previous
experience of bad or un-safe
handling are likely to behave in a
less predictable manner which has
safety implication for all staff
involved in the activity.“

Good escape route if
necessary.

http://www.nadis.org.uk/disease-a-z/
cattle/safe-cattle-handling/

Food and water for
waiting animals, maybe
even lying area if large
numbers of animals.

I’d like to encourage everyone to
step back and assess their own
systems so that we can all work
towards a safer working
environment.

Clutter free and clean
area.
Well lit and under cover
(important when using
electrical equipment )
Level
non slippery
surface (use sand if
slippery)

Somewhere close to
hand for safe/clean
storage of equipment

Dave Frecknall
Vet Tech manager

Since the establishment of bovine
embryo transfer (ET) in the 1970s,
it has been perceived by the
majority of farmers as a luxurious
hobby and an overpriced gamble
rather than an advanced breeding
tool
to
enhance
overall
performances in both beef and
dairy herds. Unsurprisingly, semen
companies were amongst the first
to recognise the real value of this
sophisticated technology and
started decades ago to regularly
use ET for building up nucleus
herds of bull mothers within their
MOET (Multiple Ovulation Embryo
Transfer)
programmes.
The
strategic use of ET over many years
within those programmes has
resulted in an unimagined variety

Events

of outstanding genetics available
today to everybody worldwide.
Since Synergy Farm Health
launched its own embryo transfer
service, I have been dedicated to
dispelling these misconceptions,
and also to showing how
implementing a breeding strategy
using ET can enhance health,
welfare and performance.
The starting point is to look at your
animals as an individual herd that
is well adapted to its own
environment.
For decades we have been using
artificial insemination (AI) in beef
and dairy herds, and therefore, the
very best genetics are available
from the very best animals
worldwide. Each of the proven
bulls used has
been
outstanding in
his own right.
So a constant
influx of the
best
sire
genetics
has
already been
established for
a long time in
the majority of
herds using AI

Visit our website for further details or email courses@synergyfarmhealth.com

Coming in January

Practical Calving
16th January at Evershot

Coming in February

Practical Lambing
4th February at Evershot

MilkSure Course
22nd January at Evershot

Lamb Post Mortem
13th February at Evershot

2 Day Foot Trimming
22nd January at Lower Coombe

Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines

Lamb Post Mortem
30th January at Evershot

Practical Calving
27th February at Evershot

14th February at Evershot

and the same bulls are used again
and again over a certain period of
time on a proportionally huge
number of females to accelerate
breeding progress.
This breeding progress could be
accelerated even more if the best
cows/heifers within a herd were
mated with the best sires, and
were able to produce more than
one calf per lactation / breeding
season! If the herd‘s top 5% of
cows are flushed (in terms of their
overall performance) for embryos
once a year for a period of five
years, and the collected embryos
are transferred back into the herd,
almost 40% of the whole herd will
be of superior genetics after that
period. This applies for both beef
and dairy herds and the
percentages go are even higher if
animals are flushed more than
once before being put back in calf.
Used sensibly and strategically
within
a
herd
breeding
programme, ET can deliver cost
effective but unmatched genetic
progress.
If you want to know
more about it, please
contact our ET Team!
Andre Northey

Meet the Team
Gillian Creed
I joined Kingfisher vets
on a temporary basis
back in 2001 to help
with the licences during the Foot
and Mouth outbreak and when
Kingfisher vets became Synergy in
2009 continued as a dedicated
member
of
the
accounts
department. When I’m not at work I
am helping on our dairy farm in
Martock and spending time with my
two grandchildren.

