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My past month was a
varied one of delivering
an AI course for farmers,
teaching vet students
from the Royal Veterinary College and
attending the British Alpaca Society
national show to represent our
growing camelid embryo transfer
service.

Since purchasing my
first house I can now
officially say I’m settled
and with a changing list
of priorities. The first batch of
homebrew is under way and as long
as it doesn’t become a bacterial broth
should hopefully possess a particularly
hoppy citrus flavour.

On the clinical side in practice, I saw
many sucking lice in whole groups of
calves on several occasions regardless
if the animals were housed or
outwintered. Relatively mild conditions
during the winter are probably
responsible for their widespread
occurance. Ectoparasites like lice or
mites have a massive negative effect
on animals‘ wellbeing and therefore on
daily weight gains and growth rates.

Looking at some of the data collected
from Synergy suckler herds last year,
there are still cases of infertile and
subfertile bulls causing havoc with
fertility performance. The consistently
proven fact that 1 in 4 bulls are not
fully fertile and capable of mating 50
cows in a mating period should always
act as a reminder of the potential risk.
I would always urge farmers with a
tight calving pattern (and also those
who don’t!) to consider bull testing
before use with 6-8 weeks before the
start of mating being an ideal time.

When discovered, the whole group of
affected animals should be treated
immediately, ideally all on the same
day to minimise the risk of reinfection.
Contact our dispensary staff, who are
able to help you with choosing the
right treatment product.

For spring calvers, now is also the
time to start consider the breeding
plan for the next cycle. I’m glad to see
we are receiving more interest from
people who rear their own
replacements wanting to produce
their next crop of heifers from AI of
the herd rather than the bull. A sure
way to control the traits entering your
herd, boost performance with hybrid
vigour and save costs by prolonging
the use of your terminal bull.

The North team are keen
to grasp the nettle on the
latest national disease
initiatives.
Our
‘BVD
Stamp it out’ meetings were very well
attended in the winter and the team are
rightly keen to get on and test your
animals to see if you have the disease so
that steps may be put in place to find
and eradicate it. The government
funding on offer is not available to all
who attended, however we are going to
use industry funded disease screening
schemes where we can in order to check
out your stock. An ideal time to test
them is at TB tests because they are
being handled anyway. Much has been
said about the cost of the disease but it
is one we don’t have to tolerate because
it is easy to test for. It is so contagious
when in a herd that only a small sample
of animals needs to be tested in order to
determine if you have it. Have a chat
with your vet about the best way to
proceed for you.
Additionally, as I am sure you are aware,
6 monthy TB testing is looming. We, like
you, are not looking forward to this
prospect. However, for many farmers
with closed herds it might be possible to
be CHeCs accredited for TB. This could
mean annual TB testing. Call the practice
and book a government funded TB
advisory visit to discuss TB control and
management on your farm.

Antibiotic Recording PhD
We have teamed up with the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) conducting a PhD trying to assess the accuracy of
on farm medicine recording. The output of which will likely help shape how we record medicine use in the
future. You may receive a phone call from Camilla Strang of the RVC to ask to participate, and all participants
will receive a £10 Amazon voucher. Thank you, Alasdair Moffett.

*** BETAMOX LA- WITHOLD CHANGES ***
(ONLY APPLIES TO LONG ACTING BETAMOX)

*** The Meat Withdrawal period for Closamectin
PourOn Solution for Cattle has changed from 28 days to
58 days ***

These changes will take effect as new
stock arrives. Please refer to labelling.

Not for use in sheep
producing milk for
human consumption

Milk

Meat & Offal

Cattle

84 hours

28 days

Pigs

N/A

19 days

Sheep

N/A

19 days
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Cryptosporidiosis or ‘Crypto’ is a
gastrointestinal disease of usually only
young calves (up to 6 weeks) caused by a
specific protozoa. Protozoa are separate to
both bacteria and viruses, and also cause
the diseases (Coccidiosis) in young animals
and malaria in humans.
Calves become less susceptible to the
disease as they get older, suggesting they
establish immunity with age. The infective
part of the parasite’s life cycle is particularly
suited to the mild and humid environment
we are familiar with in the UK and
specifically within cattle sheds. Their tough
outer shell allows the parasite to survive up
to 1 year in pasture and potentially up to 4
years in freshwater.

Cryptosporidiosis caused by C.parvum is
zoonotic, which means it can be passed to
humans and cause disease. In the majority
of the human population, the clinical signs
are diarrhoea (hope you’re not reading this
over the breakfast table!), abdominal pain
and dehydration. In some circumstances,
however, such as the very young or very
old, or individuals with a weakened
immunity (like those being treated with
chemotherapy), Cryptosporidiosis can be

very serious and potentially fatal.
Clinical signs tend to be only seen in very
young calves of less than 6 weeks old. It is
first seen as a profuse yellow scour with
loss of appetite, weakness and ear droop
and is rapidly followed by signs of
dehydration (sunken eyes), a raised
temperature (over 39.5 degrees C in new
money or 103 degrees F in old money), and
abdominal pain (colicy signs with
sometimes kicking at their belly and a
reluctance for their abdomen to be
handled.) Weight loss or reduced weight
gain usually occurs, with severity tending to
vary with both the number of parasites
ingested, and the particular strain of C.
parvum. Severe cases do cause deaths in
calves.
The primary source
of Cryptosporidiosis
infection is from one
calf to another (calf
to calf
transmission), with
the environment
(cattle sheds,
bedding and
pasture) also playing
a major source of
infection. The role
of dams and other
older cattle, or even
other animals eg.
lambs are of much
less importance.
Drinking water entering cattle sheds has
also previously been shown to act as an
infection source.
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Cryptosporidiosis can be a particularly
tricky bug to clear from your sheds, as it is
resistant to commonly used disinfectants, is
able to survive extremes of temperature
and survives for such long times in the
environment. It is very rapidly spread and
multiplied within calves, with one animal
able to shed 1 billion eggs. Given that only
10 eggs can cause disease, 1 infected
animal could infect 100,000,000 other
calves!
Currently there are no vaccines available to
prevent disease, and treatment options are
limited to halofuginone. This can be used as
both a treatment and a prevention, and
must be done for 7 consecutive days.
What we do have is effective solutions to
reduce Cryptosporidium on farm, with both
environmental and animal specific aim.
Reducing environmental contamination
focuses on mucking out, hosing down and
disinfecting calving areas frequently, steam
cleaning of calf pens, deep straw bedding,
and only spreading on pasture well
fermented or composted slurry or manure.
Animal management solutions rely on good
colostrum management (think of the 3Qs –
Quickness, Quality and Quantity; UK studies
still show that
CONTINUES OVERLEAF...

Haemonchus Evening - Thursday 25th April 7:30pm at Evershot

*** ADRENACAINE-STOCK SHORTAGE ***
The current shortage is due to a
manufacturing issue with shortage of
raw ingredient.
We have sourced an alternative product
an import licence to cover the shortage.
Pronestesic is a POM-V product that
will need to be refrigerated.

April 2019

Cryptosporidiosis in Cattle

on

We will be hosting an open evening at Evershot on Haemonchus: a blood sucking
parasite especially of sheep, but cattle farmers are also very welcome. The evening
will be run by our vets Emily, Charlotte and Ben with external speaker- Hannah Rose,
a specialist from the University of Liverpool attending. The format will be very similar
to the popular sheep scab evening held last year, including the Hog Roast!

For more details please contact Synergy on:
01935 83682
courses@synergyfarmhealth.com
EVERSHOT— CREWKERNE — DORCHESTER - HONITON — LANGPORT
TAUNTON — CHARD — MARTOCK — BERE REGIS — AXMINSTER

over 50% of calves receive less than
optimal
amounts
of
colostrum);
rehydration of sick calves with electrolytes,
no mixing older animals with younger ones,
feeding healthy animals first before
handling sick animals, and also keeping
scouring animals separate until 1 week
after scouring stops.
Many of the common farm disinfectants
are not effective in killing Cryptosporidiosis,

and recent trials show 3% Hydrogen
Peroxide to perform the best out of
disinfectants which claimed the ability to
kill Cryptosporidiosis. The hydrogen
peroxide does need to be made up fresh
and used immediately. However Crypto left
behind in dung is far harder to kill, which
highlights the need to clean sheds prior to
disinfecting them.
Hydrogen Peroxide based disinfectants are

also environmentally friendly as they break
down into water and oxygen. However, in
terms of human safety, they must be used
with care and according to manufacturer’s
instructions including full
protective gear and masks.

Alasdair Moffett

Veterinary Surgeon

Syncs in the Suckler Herd
Many of our dairy clients (and even some of
our sheep flocks!) will be well versed in the
use of synchronised breeding and artificial
insemination (A.I.) but it is perhaps still
somewhat underused in the UK with fewer
than 10% suckler herds using either. The
benefits of this tried and tested technology
range from condensing your calving block to
improving your herd’s genetics and breeding
management (see Benefits of A.I. box).
Reducing reliance on your stock bull can
enable you to keep fewer bulls, or even
prolong their working life!

Whilst there are valid reasons for not
undertaking syncs such as being organic, I
would argue (and so would AHDB Beef and
Teagasc) that syncs and A.I. could improve the
efficiency and profitability of the majority of
the herds we work with and as many of you
are well under way with calving, now is the
time to be thinking about it. However before
venturing into the world of advanced breeding
technology it’s important to understand
what’s involved and how to get the maximum
benefits.

Maximising Results

Benefits of AI









Cost effective
Range of sires
Tailored breeding
decisions
Improved record
keeping
Fewer or no bulls
required
Majority calve right at
the start of the calving
season
Low disease risk

In fact the widespread uptake of this
technology on dairy farms is part of the reason
why over half of our beef now originates from
the dairy sector as opposed to the suckler
herd. Dairy farmers have been quick to realise
the potential, particularly when combined
with sexed semen. Allowing them to breed the
required number of replacements with
precision and maximise beef output through
beef semen and sweeper bulls.











come bulling and importantly when she can be
served. There are a number of programs and
they vary in their cost, labour requirement and
expected results. We use a successful and well
established sync programme which uses a
vaginal implant containing the hormone
progesterone along with two other injections.

Prices start at:




BCS 2.5-3
Min 35 days calved
Access to good quality
feed 3-4 weeks before
and after
Avoid other stresses
during this time
Timings must be strictly
followed
Heifers must be 60%
mature body weight
Careful semen handling
Good trace element
status



One of the major reasons A.I. hasn’t taken off
in the suckler herd is due to heat detection. It
requires a lot of time, effort and skill to spot a
beef cow in heat and this often isn’t practical
with cows out grazing. Sync programmes are a
way around this problem as they use artificial
hormones to control the oestrus cycle of the
cow, allowing us to control when she will

£42 per animal Including all medicines
(5 to 10 animals)
£38.50 per animal Including all medicines
(11 to 20 animals)
£35 per animal Including all medicines
(>20 animals)

This is followed by either a single or double
fixed time AI and the expected results can be
close to natural service (see Maximising
Results) with conception rates up to 75% in
heifers and 65% in cows. The bull can then go
in to sweep up, or else early pregnancy
diagnosis allows the remainder to go through
the programme again. We provide a Breeding
Package specifically for the suckler herd which
includes the cost of the initial vet visit, meds
and A.I. by one of our experienced vet techs
(cost of semen not included). We can also
store purchased semen at
the practice. If you are
interested speak to your
vet/vet tech or phone the
office.

Josh Swain

Veterinary Surgeon

We are pleased to welcome Vets Bella Lowis and Josie Burridge to the Synergy East Team

BELLA LOWIS

Bella has been working in the Blandford
area for 7 years and now joins our East
Vet Team. Bella is experienced in all farm
animal clinical procedures and has a particular interest in youngstock. She is Mum
to two young boys and enjoys running in
her spare time.

JOSIE BURRIDGE

Josie hails originally from Dorset and is
pleased to be returning to her roots after
working in a Wiltshire practice and doing a
spot of travelling overseas ! Josie is an experienced and confident farm animal vet and is
looking forward to meet our farming clients.
In her spare time she is a keen rower and
runner.

Vet Tech News
With the warmer weather just around
the corner many farmers will be
itching to get there cows turned out
so now is the time to be checking and
doing any maintenance to farm tracks
and also making sure your cows feet
are up together.
For young stock and beef cattle once
they are out grazing for the summer it
becomes much more inconvenient to
have to bring them in for lameness
issues, whereas for dairy cattle we
expect them to walk long distances
every day and to still produce high
milk yields.
After a winter of having cattle housed
we hope the grass will fix all of our
problems but it won't! Those
overgrown feet and nasty legions will
only continue to grow and fester away

even if the softer ground at the early
part of the season may disguise this,
so it is important that we pick up and
treat lame cows before turning them
away.

most farms you will still have cattle
stood on concrete and in slurry for 8
hours or more every day.
The warm weather also brings more
members of the public out on our
farms at this time of year and when
farming as a whole is very much in the
spotlight those last few cows hobbling
down your farm track could be
damaging for yourselves and the
industry. Please give lame animals
time to recover inside or in a closer
field once you've treated them before
expecting them to walk long
For dairy cattle it is also important distances.
that you continue with foot bathing
on a regular basis. The temptation is
Marc Hamlett
there to cut this out or at least reduce
Vet Tech
the frequency when grazing, but for

Synergy Events
For more information please visit our website, Facebook page,
or email courses@synergyfarmhealth.com

Coming in April
2 Day Foot Trimming
15th-16th April 2019 at Lower Coombe
Coming in May
Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines (Sheep)
14th May 10.30am-2.30pm at Evershot
Practical Calving Course
15th May 10.30am-2.30pm at Evershot
Milk Sure Course
20th May 11am-1pm at Evershot
Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines (General)
21st May 10.30am-2.30pm at Evershot

Tour de Synergy
returns for 10 Year
Anniversary!
As part of the Synergy 10
year celebrations we are
planning to repeat the
Tour de Synergy that we
did several years ago
when a group of us visited
all the bases over 2 days.
Not only does it promise to be great fun, but we hope to
raise some money this year’s chosen charities: Send a
Cow and The Farming Community Network. There will be
3 routes over the two days. All members of the practice,
partners and clients are welcome to join in the fun!
For more details please contact Emily Alford:
Emily.Alford@synergyfarmhealth.com

A note from Dorset Equine...

Meet the Team Karen Poole

On collecting meds from Dorset
Equine, please can we kindly
ask you to NOT drive round to
the office door, but to park in
the allotted parking bays and
walk round to
collect. The area
in front of the
office is needed
to assess the
horses.

Karen joined Synergy Farm Health in April 2018 as a Retail Sales
Technician. Her job role entails supporting dispensary and retail
teams with a variety of tasks, including medicine deliveries to
farms and centres.

Thank
you!

Karen lives in the south of the Practice and has 2 sons and 1
daughter all of whom are grown up. She went to Kingston
Maurward College where she studied Agriculture, and where she met her husband
Tim. Karen’s personal interests are cooking, cars, animals and most of all her
grandson born last year, who keeps her very busy and always puts a smile on her face.

